Making Prayer Simple

Questions about Prayer
Johnny C. Go SJ
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Fonly when



1. Our prayer reaches God’s ears.

A.
B.
C
D
E.

ALWAYS!

ONLY WHEN our prayer is sincere and persistent.
. ONLY WHEN we are not in the state of sin.

. ONLY WHEN we pray in Jesus’ name.

ONLY WHEN we pray with one or two others
gathered in the Lord’s name.




2. The best prayer is the personal and spontaneous
kind when we talk to God.

A.
B.
C.

D.
E. ONLY WHEN we use the Bible as springboard.

ALWAYS

ONLY WHEN it makes us grow closer to God.
ONLY WHEN we are tired of using formula prayers
like the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary, and Glory Be.
ONLY WHEN we can also pray in tongues.




3. God talks to us in our prayer.

A.
B.
C
D
E.

ALWAYS

ONLY WHEN we are humble and open.
. ONLY WHEN God wants to.

. ONLY WHEN we use Scripture.

ONLY WHEN during Holy Mass.




4. God gives us what we ask for in prayer.

A.
B.

ALWAYS!

ONLY WHEN what we ask for is for others
rather than ourselves.

ONLY WHEN our faith is strong enough.
ONLY WHEN God wants to.

ONLY WHEN we pray unceasingly.
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i And behold,

the Lord passed by

and a great and strong wind
tore the mountains

and broke In pieces

the rocks

before the Lord.

But the Lord was

a3 , hot in the wind.

The Prayer

1 Kings 19:11-13




And after the wind
an earthquake,
but the Lord was

not in the earthquake.

And after the earthquake
a fire,

but the Lord was
not in the fire.

The Prayer

1 Kings 19:11-13




And after the fire
the sound

| of a low whisper.
And when Elijah heard it,
he wrapped his face

In his cloak and went out
and stood at the entrance
of the cave.

And behold,

there came a voice to him
and said,“What are you

. doing here, Elijah?”

The Praye

1 Kings 19:11-13




God’s Whisper
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DESIRE +
SEEK GOD.
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QUESTIONS ABOUT PRAYER

Why do we need to pray?
When should we pray?
How should we pray?
Does God hear our prayer?
Does God speak to us?






What’s the use of praying
if God already knows
what’s going to happen?




God as God as
PUPPET MASTER WATCHMAKER
I Total Control No Control I

+ Involvement + Involvement




Natural l .-

Freedom ~ +&, Human

DIVINE -
FREEDOM




God respects

our freedom

and the freedom
of creation.

God is also free.

Kite + wind




When should we pray?
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Pray without ceasing.

1 Thessalonians 5:17
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To be @lONe with your feelings

To feel your feelings and to StAY with them
without digital distraction or support.




w Moses was tending
" the flock of Jethro
hls)father-ln -law
and he ame to Horeb,
the moﬁntaln of God.

- , There the angel of the Lord
L | N ~appeared to him
=+ ... . inflames of fire
\ . ‘< from within a bush.
® Moses saw that
though the bush was on fire

it did not burn up.

—

The Burning Bush Exodus 3:1-4
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So M 0ses thought,
(. “will go over
and see thls. range sight—
why the bush doespot burn up.”

\ W,p\en the Lord saw
\ | thatJ;ne had gone over to look,
_ . God called to him

~ from within the bush:

“Moses! Moses!”

The Burning Bush Exodus 3:1-4
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Eal;th Is crammed with heaven,
and every common bush afire with God.
But only he who sees

Takes off his shoes—
The rest sit around it and pluck blackberries.
- Eily Dickino ~
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How should we pray?




“And when you pray,

do notrkeep babbling

like pagans,

for they think

they will be heard

because of their many words.”

Matthew 6:7




o “Your Father knows:
=7 what you need
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“helpme

nelpmehelpme!”

‘thankyou

‘hankyouthankyou!”

SOrrysorrysorry!”




Not with the lips,
but with the N€ArtL.



But the tax collector '5,.
stood at a distance. :'
He would not even A
look up to heaven, '.,
but beat his breast !
and said,

“God, have mercy !
on me, a sinner. P

Luke 18:13-14 ’:

&




.....

| tell you
that this man, =
rather than the other, |
went home justified
before God.
For everyone
who exalts himself |
will be humbled,
and he who humbles
himself will be ¥
exalted.”

'''''
L

Luke 18:13-14



gl God dwells in the
mysterious depth within us.







To pray is to
\CONNECT.

stealing away

. to've e to the deep

\

and to"pgpnect to ou per selves
N and to God.

_
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MAKE SPAGE FOR GOD.



Does God hear or listen to my prayer?




“Ask
and you shall
receive.

Knock

and the door
will be
opened.”

Matthew 7:7




Therefore | tell you,
whatever you

. -
4 K

for In prayer
believe that you have received it
and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24



When you ask,

you do not receive
“bek.;se you ask
© with wrong motives
that you may spend

what you get
on your pleasures.

James 4:3




To get what
you pray fOr!

BELIEVE more?

'BEHAVE more?




DIVINE @ SNACK /
FREEDOM & o, r @)
cob M 2\
IS not a
vending

machine.



WHAT CAN
HAPPEN
IN PRAYER?

God hears ou

4

God says “YES.”

He grants X to us.

¢ Y

We get X. We don’t get X.

ayer. God does not hear.

>
God says “NO.”

He does not grant X.




DIVINE POWER & DIVINE TENDERNESS

God knows
what’s best for us.

He wants
what’s best for us.






If you then,
though you are evil,
know how to give
good gifts

to your children,
how much more
will your Father in heaven
give good gifts

to those who ask him?
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Matthew 7:11




SURRENDER TO GOD.

J




Does God speak to me? How?




Examine your conversations.

Do you tend to TELL or ASK?
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Doyoutendtobeal

Examine

—LLER or ASK

your prayers.

37




How about God?

Does He tend
L or ASK?




How God Communicates with Us

What GOD How We
Where He Does
Does Respond
Bible Understand +
TELL Church Teachings Follow
Bible
History
SHOW Current Events Interpret
Personal Experiences
“Signs of the Times”
ASK Prayer Discern
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Prayer is learning the language
that God reserves for you.




“No noise is good noise.”



SILENCE.




O Tips for Prayer

PACE

URRENDER
ILENCE
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BETTER ANGELS
(M Francisco | J Go)

‘Seek our better angels.”  \5q) Cabangon




